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P11ntller Spotts News 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Nov. 22, 1982 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's Panthers, playing in their third 
NCAA football playoffs in five years, have drawn Jackson State as their first round 
opponent. 
The Panthers, 10-0-1 and ranked 5th, host Jackson State, 9-2, at 1 p.m. Saturday 
(Nov. 27) in the NCAA I-AA tournament. 
The winner of this game will then play at Tennessee State, 9-0-1 and ranked No. 4, 
on Saturday, Dec. 4 in Nashville. Tennessee State was one of four teams awarded byes 
and do not play until the quarterfinals. 
Other first round pairings find Montana (6-5) at Idaho (8-3) with the winner to 
No. 1 ranked Eastern Kentucky (10-0), South Carolina State (8-2) at Furman (9-2) with 
the winner going to No. 2 Louisiana Tech (9-2) and Boston University (5-5) at Colgate 
(7-3), the winner at No. 3 Delaware (9-1). 
"We're extremely disappointed we didn't receive a bye," said Panther head coach 
Darrell Mudra. "We were one of three undefeated teams and felt we deserved to be in the 
top four." 
Actually the Panthers were No. 4 entering the final weekend but were bumped when 
Louisiana Tech pulled a major upset downing Southern Mississippi. The previous week 
Southern Mississippi had defeated Alabama in Tuscaloosa therefore Tech's victory boosted 
them back to the No. 2 seed forcing the Panthers to host a first round game. 
"We know we're one of the best teams in I-AA and now we have to prove it. It would 
be tough to pick a favorite at this point ••• in any game. There are so few intersectional 
rivalries it's difficult to compare scores. But we know this is a competitive tournament. 
"For instance, that was a big win for Louisiana Tech because Southern Mississippi had 
received some ranking in Division I, and Colgate beat Temple which has been a power in the 
East recently. 
-more-
EIU t<'OOTBALL 
ADD 1 
"I was told Jackson State had 18 players on NFL opening day rosters • • • if 
that doesn't indicate the caliber of their athletes, nothing does. 
"They have great size and speed • their defense has been particularly strong 
against the run, and they are throwing the ball more than they have in some time," said 
Mudra. 
"Like all teams that make the playoff, they have balance. When you get this far, 
it's rare that you've done it relying on the strength of any one segment of your game." 
EIU, indeed, has been a balanced offensive attack relying on the skills of quarter-
back Jeff Christensen (Gibson City), who has thrown for 2270 yards and 21 TDs this year 
and 6282 yards and 51 TDs in his career. 
Halfback Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) has rushed for 1012 yards, only the sixth 
EIU runner to get over 1000 in a single season, and accounts for 113 yards per game all-
purpose runn·ing. 
The defense, though, has racked up the most impressive stats ranking second in 
scoring defense (8.8) and fifth in rushing allowing just 80.2 yards per game. However, 
Jackson State is a bit better in that department ranking No. 2 with a 73.2 yard rushing 
defense. 
The Panthers also set a school record with 71 quarterback sacks, tying a NCAA I-AA 
single game record with 12 against Kentucky State. 
Defensive end Keith Wojnowski, out for the season with knee surgery, led with 16 
followed by defensive tackle Greg Duncan with 13. 
Linebacker Bill Mines (Washington, DC-Woodson) set a school record for tackles in a 
season and career with 128 and 367, respectively. 
Normally a wishbone team, Jackson State has relied more on a passing game this fall 
due to a considerable number of injuries to runnings backs. 
The Tigers have used two quarterbacks, starter Derrick McCall in place of injured 
John McKenzie, who could play Saturday. They have almost identical stats. McCall has 
thrown for 959 yards and 10 TDs while McKenzie has 954 yards and seven touchdowns. 
-more-
EIU FOOTBALL 
ADD 2 
Tight end Cleo Simmons, who Mudra says is one of their best players, has caught 
40 passes for 644 yards and seven touchdowns. They have no running backs over 300 
yards. Willie Alexander, the only healthy full-time starter, has 282 yards on 56 
carries. 
Linebacker Mario Kirksey paces the defensive effort with 101 tackles. Corner-
back Karl Johnson has intercepted six passes with five of those coming in one game, 
setting a NCAA I-AA record, against Grambling. 
Two linemen are considered pro prospects, defensive tackle Thomas Strauthers, 
a6-4, 250 senior, and offensive guard Carl Roberts, a 6-1, 240 senior. 
GAME NOTES 
TODAY'S GAME: This marks the first meeting between these two mid-major football 
powers. Eastern enters the game with a 10-0-1 record, the best ever 
in regular season, and received a bid as one of five independent/at 
large entries. Jackson State, 9-2, won the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference with a 7-0 record earning an automatic bid. 
JACKSON STATE: The Tigers have long been a power in the South. They had 18 players 
on opening day NFL rosters with the Chicago Bears Walter Payton their 
most famous alumnus. This is their third NCAA I-AA playoff team. The 
first lost 14-10 to eventual national champ Florida A & M in 1978 when 
it was just a four-team tourney, and then last year lost another first 
round game, 19-7, to Boise State. 
EIU WIN STREAK: The Panthers have played 12 straight games without a loss, 10-0-1 this 
fall and a season ending win over Delaware State in 1981. They have 
won seven straight however the school record is 13 in a row during the 
1978-79 seasons. This is the fourth undefeated team in EIU history 
but the best overall as the previous one was 7-0-1 in 1928. 
PANTHERS IN POST-SEASON: This is the fourth time an EIU team has played in post-season 
games however only the third sanctioned by NCAA regulations. 
In 1948, the Panthers lost to Illinois Wesleyan, 6-0, in the 
short lived Corn Bowl. In modern times EIU won the 1978 NCAA 
II national championship and then finished second in 1980. EIU 
is 5-1 during these two NCAA championships. 
MUDRA IN POST-SEASON: This is the 8th time in 21 collegiate seasons Darrell Mudra has 
directed a team into post-season games. He is 8-3 overall. 
-more-
EIU ~'OOTBALL 
ADD 3 
WRIGHT RIGHT: Sophomore split end Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins) didn't break into the 
sttlrtiu~ lineup until the fourth ~arne but went on to le,ad in pass receiving 
with 29 catches for 706 yards and seven TDs. He caught only one pass prior 
to the fourth game so averaged four catches a game and 100 yards per contest 
suring this stretch. His best efforts were seven catches for 178 yards 
against Southwest Missouri and six for 157 against Southern Illinois. 
STAPLE MOVES ALONG: Junior halfback Kevin Staple had his best season in his three year 
career. He rushed for 1012 yards becoming only the sixth EIU rusher 
to top 1000 yards in a single season. He now has 2288 career yards 
and needs just 347 yards to become No. 2 on the all-time career list. 
He currently ranks No.4 behind Poke Cobb (5042), Mark Stettner (2635) 
and Nate Anderson (2516). Staple averaged 113 all-purpose yards per 
game this fall, also. 
OFFENSIVE LINE: The Panthers possess on~ of the largest offensive lines in the nation, 
regardless of division. The tackles are Brad Mars (6-3, 305) and Alvin 
McMurray (6-2, 280), guards are Bob Norris (6-5, 270) and Kent Lawrence 
(6-1, 230) and center George Tuzil (6-4, 235). That averages 6-2, 265. 
-30-
1982 EASTERN II.LINOIS UNIVERSITY~ FOOTBALL STATISTICS (10-0-1) 
RUSHING c ATT GAIN LOST NET P/GAME P/CARRY TD LONG 
KevinStaplc ll 229 1127 1f5 1012 92.0 4.4 TO 88(YSU) 
Wes Nixon 7 92 389 38 351 50.1 3.8 2 31(ISU) 
Darryon White 11 59 254 16 238 21.6 4.0 1 34(WSU) 
Tyrone Davis 9 39 191 14 177 19.7 4.5 1 15(SWMO) 
Jeff Christensen 11 68 170 195 -25 1 31(ISU) 
Pat Blair 8 4 36 5 31 3.9 7.7 15(AKR) 
Jerry Wright 11 2 10 -10 
Booker Brown 8 7 53 3 50 6.2 7.1 2 29(KSU) 
Gary Bridges 10 7 35 7 28 2.8 4.0 9(KSU) 
Reggie Drew 9 1 
EIU TOTALS 11 508 2255 403 1852 168.4 3.6 17 88(YSU) 
OPPONENTS 11 464 1615 733 882 80.2 1.9 6 33(SIU) 
PASSING G CPL ATT !NT YDS PCT P/GAME P/CPL P/ATT TD LONG 
Jeff Christensen If ill 301 14 2270 .508 206.4 14.8 --=r:s 2T 75(SWMO) 
Gary Bridges 10 1 8 2 10 .725 0.9 9.0 1.1 9(KSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 154 309 16 2280 .498 207.2 14.8 7.4 21 75(SVMJ) 
OPPONENTS 11 134 299 19 1717 .448 156.1 12.8 5.1 5 45(ISU) 
PASS RECEIVING G REC YDS P/CATCH T'/GAME TD LONG TEAM TOTALS EIU OT'P 
Wes Nixon 7 ls 207 13.8 29:'6 2 30(WSU) First Downs 197 m 
Kevin Staple 11 25 198 7.9 18.0 3 33(ISU) by rushing 102 65 
Roger Holeman 11 21 376 17.9 34.2 2 42(SWMO) by passing 91 78 
Darryon White 11 19 217 11.4 19.7 1 52(ISU) by penalty 4 19 
Jim Schmidt 9 13 154 11.8 17.1 2 18(WSU)TOTAL OFFENSE 4132 2599 
Jerry Wright 11 29 709 24.5 64.4 7 75(SWMO) per game 375.6 236.3 
Dirk Androff 11 5 35 7.0 3.2 3 11(WSU) total plays 817 763 
Pat Blair 8 18 288 16.0 36.0 1 26(ISU) yds. p/play 5.0 3.4 
Tyrone Davis 9 4 24 6.0 2.7 8(SIU) PENALTY/YDS 76/764 58/478 
Reggie Drew 9 3 48 16.0 5.3 30(SWMO) FUMBLES/LOST 25/14 27/19 
Roy Ellis 1 1 7 7.0 7.0 7(WSU) 
Booker Brown 8 1 17 17.0 2.1 17(KSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 154 2280 14.8 207.2 21 75(SWMO) 
OPPONENTS 11 134 1717 12.8 156.1 5 45(ISU) 
NET SCORE BY QUARTERS 
PUNTING G NO YDS AVE RET NET AVE LONG EIU 64 101 64 74 - 303 Don Manzke 1l 65 2595 39.9 123 2472 38.0 63(YSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 65 2595 39.9 123 2472 38.0 63(YSU) OPP 17 44 10 26 - 97 
OPPONENTS 11 89 3110 34.9 296 2814 31.6 66(YSU) 
RETURNS G KO YDS AVE TD LONG PT YDS AVE TD LONG 
Wes Nixon 7 8 184 23.0 43(NEMO) 5 60 i2.o 41(WSU) 
Darryon White 11 2 34 17.0 18(WIU) 
Randy McCue 11 3 1 0.3 1 (UN!) 
Kevin Staple 11 2 36 18.0 18(YSU) 
Gary Bridges 10 4 88 25.3 31(SWMO) 5 44 8.8 1S(KSU) 
Brian Newby 8 3 -4 
Charlie Person 11 25 162 6.5 3S(UNI) 
Booker Brown 8 6 88 14.7 23(WSU) 
Chris Nicholson 11 10 10.0 10(WSU) 
Roger Holoman 11 17 17.0 17(IND) 
Dun Fallon 11 1 20 20.0 20(WSU) 
Robert Williams 11 1 3 3.0 3(ISU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 23 447 19.4 43(NEMO) 44 296 6.7 41(WSU) 
OPPONENTS 1 I 54 1020 18.9 38(IND) 27 123 4.6 12(ISU) 
SCORING G TD PAT/K PAT/R-P FG §!! POINTS 
Kevin Staple IT T3 ~
Wes Nixon 7 4 24 
Darryon White 11 2 12 
Dave Strauch 11 30-37 13-20 
-
69 
Jeff Christensen 11 1 6 
Dirk Androff 11 3 20 
Jerry Wright 11 7 42 
Tyrone Davis 11 1 6 
Jim Schmidt 9 2 12 
Pat Blair 8 1 6 
Booker Brown 8 2 12 
Roger Holeman 11 2 12 
Team 2 4 
EIU TOTALS 11 38 30-37 13-20 2 303(27 .5 ppg.) OPPONENTS 11 11 10-11 7-13 - 97(8.8 ppg.) 
